206                                JLlFE IN THE G-UPTA
shoulders whitened the top of the street wall of the palace. Torrents
of water from pounded saffron now being washed stained the feet of
the nation. The courtyards were seas of elephants and horses, suitable
for bridal gifts, which were undergoing inspection. Throngs of astro-
logers, set calculating, investigated the characteristics of different
moments. Crocodile-mouthed conduits, conveying scented water,
filled a variety of ponds, The outer terraces resounded with the din
of gold-workers engaged in hammering gold. Plasterers were beplas-
tered with showers of sand which fell over them from freshly erected
walls. A group of skilled painters painted auspicious scenes. Multi-
tudes of modellers moulded clay figures of fishes, tortoises, crocodiles-
cocoanuts, plantains and betel trees. Even kings girt up their loins,
and busied themselves in carrying out decorative work set as tasks
by their sovereign, being variously engaged in polishing mosaic floors
of red lead, or erecting the posts for marriage platforms, which they
stewed with handfuls of liquid dtarpana pigment, reddened with
cochineal disposed about them, and adorned at the top with mango
and Asoka twigs," l
The women of the nobility played a prominent part in this royal
wedding. "From the furthest orient had come the queens of the
feudatories, noble, high-bred, shapely, well-clad, unwidowed dames,
with lines of vermilion powder glittering on their foreheads. Throng-
ing the household, they sang sweet well-omened songs containing
allusions to the bride and bride-groom's families; or with fingers
steeped in diverse colours, dyed neck-strings, or employed their skill
in leaf and plant painting to adorn polished cups and collections of
unbaked clay-ware; or stained skeins of cotton-thread for bamboo
baskets, and fabrics of wool for marriage amulets; or manufactured
cosmetics, compounded of saffron paste, clotted by haldsand essence,
and face unguents adding distinction to beauty; or made strings of
cloves mingled with Kakkola fruit, containing also nutmegs and large
bright lamps of crystalline camphor, threaded in the intervals." 3 It
is interesting to note here that only married women, adorned with
the tilakcti are said to have been present in the marriage pandal, a
practice current even today.
The palace was arrayed in textures, flashing on every side, of
linen, cotton, bark-silk, spider's thread, muslin and shofe silk. Some
of these were made by ancient city matrons, experts in cutting and
measuring, some made already were dyed by washermen, some after
1 Bana, op, til, p. 124.
3 Ibid., p. 124.   Italics mine.